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IMPORTANT FACTS
ABOUT THE FEB. 9 SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BOND

Lake Stevens School District

Please vote!
Ballots due Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2016

Lake Stevens School District will ask 

voters to approve a school construction 

bond to alleviate overcrowding in all six 

elementary schools; support continued 

early learning programs; replace 

and expand the high school’s aging 

facilities; upgrade safety and security 

in every school; and make district-wide 

health, educational and infrastructure 

improvements. 

}



What is a bond?

Bonds fund buildings and modernizations of schools. They are 
financed over a long period of time—similar to a mortgage on a 
home. This is a 20-year bond.

Doesn’t the state pay for new schools?

In Washington, school construction and capital projects are funded 
by voter-approved bonds. The state provides partial matching funds, 
only after voters pass a bond and build schools. We will stretch 
taxpayer dollars by leveraging approximately $30 million in state 
construction dollars for the P-5 campus and Lake Stevens High 
School.

You may have heard of the McCleary Case and the state’s 
requirement to fully-fund basic education. As the state increases 
financial support to schools, this money can only be used for day-to-
day operations—classroom support, student programs, technology, 
transportation and the ongoing maintenance of facilities. It cannot 
be used to build or modernize schools.

What projects are included in the bond?

• New elementary school and an Early Learning Center, the P-5 
Campus, on district-owned land off of Lake Drive;

• Replacing and expanding selected buildings at Lake Stevens 
High School to create a modernized campus and new learning 
spaces for general education, Special Education, music and 
athletics; improvements to the swimming pool; upgrades to 
campus security; replacement of heating, ventilation, roofing 
and electrical systems; and improvements to student parking 
and bus loading areas;

• Improvements to school safety and security, including entrances, 
video surveillance, intercoms and door access controls in all 
schools; and

• District-wide health, educational and infrastructure 
improvements, including—HVAC systems and roofs throughout 
the district; system replacements at Glenwood and Skyline 
Elementary Schools; and track replacements at Lake Stevens 
and North Lake Middle Schools and Lake Stevens High School. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE BOND
How were these projects selected?

A Facilities Master Planning Advisory Committee, made up of 
parents, staff, students and community members, went through a 
yearlong, comprehensive data-driven planning process to bring forth 
recommendations to the Board of Directors. Four significant factors 
were considered when selecting these projects:

• Safety and security of students, staff and community.

• Building capacity

• Building condition

• Functional adequacy  

Building Adequacy Reports were also thoroughly reviewed and 
those items with a classification of “poor” or “unsatisfactory” were 
included in Tier 1 of the advisory committee’s recommendations. 

The board needed more information before moving forward, and 
convened a technical committee to continue research. The technical 
committee considered student demographics, educational program 
needs and information from City and County planners regarding 
growth projections.

Before deciding on the projects and approving the bond resolution, 
the board studied the feedback from two comprehensive parent/
community surveys to better understand the needs and concerns of 
the community.

The P-5 campus will include a new elementary school and Early Learning 
Center. The new elementary school will help reduce overcrowding in all 
six elementary schools. The new schools will be built on district-owned 
land off of Lake Drive and Soper Hill Road. The site is also large enough to 
accommodate a future middle school.

Lake Stevens Middle 
School, North Lake 
Middle School and 
Lake Stevens High 

School will get new 
tracks, which are used 

by students for PE 
and athletics and by 

the community for 
recreation. 



Why now?

With each passing year, our facility needs and overcrowding issues 
become more critical. Even though we have maintained our 
buildings well, we have not run a construction bond since 2005 and 
our students simply can’t wait any longer. 

Additionally, several factors led the FMPAC to recommend a 
February 2016 bond election:

• Our elementary schools are operating well above capacity with 
class sizes at an all-time high.

• The Early Learning Center is housed in a modular building that 
was designed for high school students. The facility does not 
support its program.

• Lake Stevens High School’s current facility is not adequate for 
its special education, music, athletics and swimming programs. 
The open campus also poses a safety and security issue.  

• Our proposed projects qualify for $30 million in state funding 
assistance, which maximizes the power of taxpayer dollars.

How much will these projects cost?

The 20-year bond is for $116 million. The total project cost is 
$146 million—$116 million in local funds and $30 million in state 
construction assistance funds. The approximate bond rate per 
$1,000 of assessed value is an increase of $1.21.

• If approved, the owner of a $200,000 home would pay 
approximately $20 more each month

• The owner of a $350,000 home would pay approximately $35 
more each month 

• The owner of a $500,000 home would pay approximately $50 
more each month

If the bond is approved, the district will maximize $30 million in state 
construction assistance funds to minimize the costs to taxpayers. 
Remember, voters approve tax amounts ($116 million), not tax rates 
($1.21 per $1,000 of assessed value). 

Didn’t voters just approve a bond in 2014?

Lake Stevens voters approved a replacement Maintenance and 
Operations levy and a replacement Technology levy in February 

2014. A helpful thing to remember is that levies—“L”—are for Learning 
and the day-to-day operation of schools and bonds—“B”—provide for 
the construction and major improvements of Buildings. 

The last bond was passed in 2005 and funded the building of 
Cavelero Mid High School; the modernization of Mt. Pilchuck, Hillcrest 
and Sunnycrest Elementary Schools; improvements to the Lake 
Stevens High School cafeteria and commons, construction of the high 
school stadium, and improvements to district and community athletic 
fields and facilities. 

• These projects were completed on time and within budget. 

• The 2005 bond expires in 2025. 

• We refinanced portions of the 2005 bond, which will save 
taxpayers a total of $3.3 million.

How do these projects benefit all schools and the community? 

The passage of the February 2016 bond will benefit all students and 
staff throughout the district—and the entire community. Great schools 
attract business and new residents. Lake Stevens School District is 
highly desired and is one of the top reasons people choose to live and 
work here.

• Each school will receive safety and security updates that 
include secure entrances, video surveillance, access control and 
intercoms.

• Elementary overcrowding at all elementaries will be reduced with 
the opening of the new elementary school. 

• Glenwood and Skyline Elementary Schools will get necessary 
system replacements. 

• All students will attend Lake Stevens High School and will benefit 
from its modernized campus and increased safety. Community 
members will enjoy new music and athletic facilities, meeting 
spaces and an improved swimming pool.

• A solid early learning program saves states and communities 
money by reducing the need for remedial services in schools, 
social services and criminal justice. 

• Tracks will be replaced at both middle schools and Lake Stevens 
High School. Tracks are used for physical education, athletics and 
our community.

• Roofs and HVAC systems will be improved throughout the district. 

Lake Stevens High School was built in 
1979 and is 36-years-old. Some additions 
and modernizations were made in 1995 
and 2007, but building condition studies 
show several systems are failing and 
in need of replacement. This includes 
classrooms, restrooms, and instructional 
spaces for special programs like music, 
Special Education, PE and athletics. 

There are 17 portables on 
the high school campus. 

With approval of the 
bond, a new two-story 

classroom building will be 
constructed to bring these 

classrooms inside.

Please vote!
Ballots due Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2016
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What percentage of “yes” votes are 
needed for approval of the bond?
Bonds require a 60 percent super-
majority to pass. 

Are tax exemptions available?
Yes. Contact the Snohomish County 
Assessor’s Office at 425-388-3433. 

Did you know?
Lake Stevens High School has the 
highest on-time graduation rate 
in Snohomish County. Last year, 
Lake Stevens students significantly 
outperformed their peers state-wide 
on annual assessments.

Please vote!
Mail your ballot today, 

or drop it in the 24-hour 

ballot box at 1800 Main 

Street by 8 p.m. on Feb. 9.
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